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Third Sunday of Advent

Musical Prelude
Announcements
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Reader/ On Each Sunday of Advent we will light one more candle, a
sign of anticipation and hope in a world often full of sorrow and
shadows. When all four candles are lit at the end of Advent we will
then be ready to begin the Feast of Light—Christmas. May we learn
to wait and understand, filled with hope instead of greed, filled with
the Light of the World Jesus instead of the darkness of sin. Come
Lord Jesus!
L/ Come Let us worship Christ, the one true Light!
Reader/ We light the third candle to show that our hope is growing
stronger and we are getting brighter—that is why it is rose in color
instead of purple. We remember and offer hope for those who are
still in sorrow or despair. Remember “In God’s new city there is no
need for moon or stars or sun because God’s own glory is its Light!
The Lamp to guide us and fill us is the very Lamb of God!”
(Revelation 21:23)
Two Purple Candles and the Rose Candle are lit

Hymn of Lighting-see insert-Light One Candle for Messiah-verse 3
Exchange of Peace
L/ Let us see the Light of Christ in each other. Share with each other
the sign of peace.
Prayer of Confession
All/ God of love and hope, we confess that we have not always
used your abundant gifts to us for the common good. We are
impatient; we have grumbled against each other and you; we

have failed to hold fast to what is true but pursue that which is
pleasurable in short-sighted thinking; we have neglected to share
what we have been given with those around us. Restore us and
make us instruments of your peace and lamps of your light.
Help us remember our baptisms and to wait expectantly for you.
L/ Be assured and receive the hope of the Spirit. Christ loves us and
gives his all for us. Christ’s coming and dying for us has saved us.
We are now being remade in the Spirit into the children of the
Father, spreading Light to all the world.
Hymn -- #760 While We Are Waiting, Come
Offertory;

Doxology

#815

Joys and Concerns
Lord’s Prayer (using Debts)
Reading of Scripture
Prayer of Illumination
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 *pages 1157-59
Canticle: # 196 O Come Let Us Adore Him (verse 1, 2, and 3)
New Testament Lessons: Luke 1: 46-55 *page 1589
Sermon—Children’s Christmas Program
Prayer of Thanksgiving (from our Reformed Tradition)
L/ Eternal, Sovereign God, whose greatness rises above the heavens,
we bow before you and adore you. From your goodness and mercy
you provide all things and we thank you for your loving care. We
thank you for the redemption of our souls by the blood of your Son
Jesus. We thank you for the help of the Spirit to guide and renew
your church, your people.
C/ Powerful and most good God, our hearts are filled with joy
and hope in the expectation of the glorious salvation which you
have reserved to the Day of Jesus’s coming again. When your
Son comes there will be no more sin or death and all the world
will be full of your glory! (Reformed Church of Berne, 1955)

Sending Hymn: #82 Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him!
(based on Psalm 148)
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Today’s bulletin is sponsored by Ardith Ehret
“Merry Christmas and May God Bless Everybody”
-HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Alex Crooks TODAY, and to Donna
Stoltenberg TOMORROW, and to Nicole McClain on
December 20th, and to Ray Akkerman on December 21st.
-This year’s Sunday School Christmas Program “A Charlie
Brown Christmas” by Charles Schulz will be presented today
during regular worship service. All are invited to stay for
goodies and fellowship time after worship today.
-There is a congregational Meeting after services today to elect
Elders and Deacons.
-PW @ Night Circle tonight at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room.
-If anyone has a change of address or phone number for the new
church directory, please notify the office by the end of today.
-There is a mitten tree at the care center for the residents’
Christmas gifts if anyone is interested in adopting a resident or
two for the holiday season. Mittens are available until all
adopted, and gifts need to be returned to the care center by

tomorrow, December 18th. We greatly appreciate everyone's
generosity in helping to make the season a little brighter for
everyone at Pearl Valley Rehab and Nursing.
-Youth Group meets this Wednesday, December 20th at
6:00 p.m. This is for youth ages 6th Grade thru 12th Grade.
-CHOIR and Youth Group will go caroling this Wednesday,
December 20th at 6:30 p.m.
-Next Sunday, December 24th during morning worship is when
we will be collecting the Christmas Joy Offering. These gifts
we give help church workers and their families to receive
critical financial assistance in their time of need. They also
help students at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and
colleges to have the opportunities to learn, to nurture, and
to grow in their faith.
-Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 6:30 p.m. next
Sunday, December 24th.
-DEADLINE for January 2018 Newsletter items is next
Tuesday, December 26th.
-The Nominating Team is still searching for a Worship Team
Member.
–If you bring in a poinsettia please let the church office know
if yours is In Honor of or In Memory of someone special.
-The 2018 Per Capita will increase to $37.00.
Remember - If you would like to receive a text message alert
when there is a weather-related cancellation of Sunday morning
worship service, please call Lynette in the church office.
-Dave Ramsey Financial Peace Classes are coming starting in
January on Tuesday nights at the Sibley United Methodist
Church. The first class will start on Tuesday January 9th at 7p
with classed being about an hour long. It is a nine (9) week
course with babysitting available. The cost is $110 per couple.
You can contact Amy Strouth with questions 712-348-4091 by
calling or texting. Flyers on the classed will be posted soon so
keep watch in your bulletins.
-Friday morning Bible Study continues every Friday at 10 a.m.
We are studying the book of Luke. Everyone is welcome.

